
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 October, 2010

Between 7.00pm and 8.00pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne Chairman Ron Holden Clive Emerson
Val Corbett Vice Chair Harry Scott Sarah Robson

In attendance
Martin Chilvers Clerk Ellie Jones Parishioner
Cllr John Riddle 7.15 – 7.50

1. Children’s Play Area – Open discussion on the future plans:
It was agreed that volunteers would undertake the small number of non-urgent jobs identified from the 
recent RoSPA inspection during the school half-term week (25 October).

An open discussion followed on the future plans for the play area.  Initially the discussion focused on 
the need to determine Mouldshaugh Developments commitment to the development of the footpath 
and fence at the perimeter of the play area. See Item 4b below for details on this matter.

Parishioner Ellie Jones advised the meeting of the research she had done and provided ideas of 
possible equipment together with approximate costings.   To ensure the most appropriate equipment 
would be chosen Ellie advised she would develop a questionnaire to circulate around the village for 
residents thoughts. Additionally Ellie would contact a supplier of children’s play equipment for options 
available.

Meantime fundraising ideas would be considered and the Clerk would approach the NCC regarding the 
amount within the so called ‘Bedroom tax’ that could potentially be requested to assist with any future 
purchase and instalment.

2.  Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed 
by the Chairman.

4. Matters arising
a. item 3a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: The Clerk’s report was received 

and AGREED. 

b. item 5a: Mouldshaugh Developments – Update: The Clerk’s report was received and AGREED. Mr 
Hellmann of Mouldshaugh Developments advised the Clerk in a phone call on 30 September 
that whilst he was still unsure of the decision that was going to be made he was removing 
equipment from the site believing the development it would be ‘land banked’. Consequently 
this would affect the development of the footpath and work could not commence until he was 
advised by the bank regarding whether the overall development could continue.  IT WAS 
AGREED that the clerk would call Mr Hellmann again in a few weeks for an update. 

c. item 7b: Otterburn Hall – Footpaths update: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

d. item 7c: Otterburn Hall licence: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. 

e. item 4g: Notice board at Willow Green junction: The Chair advised he would look to purchase acrylic 
sheet to replace the broken glass.
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5. Finance
a. Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for September 2010 

was AGREED.

b. Budget 2010 – 11. Spend and forecast: The Clerk summarised the spend for the financial year to 
date and highlighted anticipated spend for the rest of the year. Consideration is to be given to 
any requests for donations from the Parish Council.

c. Donation request from St John’s Church: The Clerk’s Report was received. IT WAS AGREED to 
donate a sum of £200 to the church towards the cost of grass cutting and the maintenance of 
the clock.   

d. Invoice received from Otterburn Memorial Hall: IT WAS AGREED to pay the invoice for £27.00 for 
the hire of the room for the three months July, September and October 2010. 

e. Funding from Northumberland County Council: The Parish Council were invited to submit a request 
to Cllr John Riddle for potential funding towards a project within the Parish. Following 
discussion it was agreed the Clerk would write to highlight a variety of possible projects that any 
funding towards would be most beneficial. This would include 1) Children’s play equipment 2) 
Sustainable, environmentally friendly, lighting around the children’s play area 3) Footpath 
connecting Willow Green and Brierley Gardens around the play area and 4) Traffic calming 
(moving the flashing speed sign at the East side of the village to more appropriate and effective 
position). 

6. Planning
There were no planning applications to consider 

7.  New business
a. Harbottle and Bellingham Doctors surgeries in Otterburn: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.  

b. Elderberry Cottages name plate:  The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. 

c. Individual Map Reference Cards: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. 

d. Memorial Hall entertainment system: Councillor Scott reported that there had a few 
problems relating to the licensing to show films from the Memorial Hall however it was hoped 
these would be overcome shortly. 

e. Shoe recycling initiative: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. The topic will be 
raised at the next meeting of the committee of the Memorial Hall to decide whether to agree to 
the request for the shoe bank to be installed behind the hall.

f. Traffic safety through Otterburn: This topic was raised following the road traffic accident 
outside the Percy Arms hotel on 28 September 2010.  IT WAS AGREED the Clerk would 
highlight the matter with the LMAPS Officer, Michael Connelly, requesting assistance to 
effectively reducing the speed of traffic travelling through the village on the A696 and options 
how to make it safer for pedestrians. 

8. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a. IT WAS AGREED to consider provisions required to keep footpaths safe during the winter 

months. 

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 
7.00pm on Tuesday, 2 November, 2010 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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